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Rape Culture in Mass Media
Disney films are amongst the top marketed and sold movies in the industry. However, despite being widely marketed as wholesome family entertainment, some of these films do not have content that promotes values and good behaviors. Some of their films are filled with instances of sexual violence, harassment, and objectification, which can all perpetuate rape culture among the audience. This essay examines the concept of objectification and how it can perpetuate a rape culture from Disney’s Alladin and Beauty and the Beast.
Both Disney’s Alladin and Beauty and the Beast depict the concept of sexual violence and harassment, which is overt and subtle. Since their inception, these two films have been marketed as wholesome family entertainment, and yet their contents are more damaging to the younger population, especially the youths, teenagers and children. The films are rated as a general family view content, but some content should not be exposed to younger people. This content is contained in the scenes where sexual harassment, violence, and female objectification are depicted. This content can perpetuate a rape culture among the audience. Rape culture, according to Dorsi (2017), appears pervasive in most of the original classics and even in Disney’s current movies, including Alladin and Beauty and the Beast. These pervasive scenes are concerning considering the impacts they have on the young consumers, who might get influenced to copy and apply these concepts they watch in the movies. According to Dorsi (2017), exposure to such pervasive content at an early age can help normalize attention that crosses the line among the young consumers of these contents.
Objectification in the two films is depicted through the instrumentality, denial of autonomy, and fungibility. Instrumentality is the concept where a person is treated as a tool for the objectifier’s purpose. In Alladin, princess Jasmine is objectified by her father, who forces her to marry a wealthy person who can protect her. Even though she resists and instead falls in love with the street urchin, Jasmine’s life shows how she is used as a tool by her father to secure an alliance with the other powerful kingdoms to continue protecting his interest as the king. Denial of autonomy is depicted in both Alladin and Beauty and the Beast. These two films depict how princesses are treated as lacking self-determination and autonomy. In Alladin, princess Jasmine lacks autonomy in the choice of who she needs to marry. In Beauty and the Beast, Belle is presented as a perfect little wife and nothing more. In regards to fungibility, characters are treated as interchangeable with other objects. This is mainly depicted in Disney’s Alladin, where princess Jasmine is considered to be interchangeable with an alliance with another kingdom where she will be married. In this case, princess Jasmine has been reduced to a tool to secure an alliance with the next powerful kingdom. She serves as a political tool that can be negotiated and the one with the best offer to take her. This is demonstrated by the different suitors (princes of the other kingdoms) who come to seek her hand in marriage).
The objectification further extends to the physical appearances of the characters. In Beauty and the Beast, Gaston’s groupies are portrayed with large breast, bleach blonde hair, and they all have the same look. Belle is also portrayed as a perfect little wife. In Alladin, princes Jasmine’s dressing is objectified. In most parts of the film, she has presented dressing in a bikini top, which shows off her stomach slightly. This seems to be used symbolically to presents the character to look more sexual and exotic.
Ownership over the female characters is also widely explored and depicted in the two films. In each film, a princess struggles to retain her autonomy and make self-determined decisions that do not involve male characters, but they end up being forced to do what the male characters want. In Beauty and the Beast, Belle is approached by two suitors who are sexually abusive and won’t take no for an answer. Even the good guy in the film, the beast, harasses Belle. For example, when the beast who captured her invites her to dinner, she refuses, and the beast becomes angry. He roars and shows how enraged he was at Belle’s refusal of his proposal. This film depicts how men have a hard time accepting rejection from women. In Alladin, princess Jasmine is also depicted as a man’s possession. Jafar, who is one of her suitors, makes her his slave after getting the powers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The objectification of the princesses in the two films occurs naturally because they are perpetrated and supported by society. As Dorsi (2017) explains, Disney’s film Beauty and the Beast shows how society is complicit in the objectification of the female characters. In this film, Gaston’s marriage is supported by the town dwellers despite refusal and apathy from Belle.
Furthermore, violence towards women is widely explored in Disney’s films. Violence, according to Dorsi (2017), sends the wrong message to children who are watching these films. Girls who repeatedly see their gender as oppresses and boys who see their gender being depicted as the aggressor may end up being affected negatively. When a child is used to seeing these behaviors depicted in the films, especially violence perpetrated against women may end up normalizing victimization of the women and sometimes reinforcing what they have watched in the films.
In conclusion, while Disney’s movies have been widely embraced and celebrated, some of the films they produce have been criticized for their irrelevant content that does not fit within the family context that they portray. This essay has highlighted the gender stereotype and objectification portrayed in the two Disney films Alladin and Beauty and the Beast. These films have depicted gender victimization, which may negatively influence the young consumers who may end up replicating the scenes they watch in their interaction with the affected gender (female). Disney, therefore, requires improvement because some of their films still conform to patriarchal standards.
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